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ment adversely. In the course of conversation he told me that families in his position had frequently found it necessary to cut down their domestic establishments, that the ladies of the family had to perform duties which formerly had been left to servants; and that many comforts of the home life to which the members of the family had been accustomed had ceased to be obtainable. He said, " This sends people out with loud complaints against the Government. Dissatisfaction with our circumstances produces political unrest. In fact," he added in his Oriental way, " it is with us even as it is with the dogs When we are uncomfortable at home we come out into the streets to bark "
It is no easy matter to say what, if anything, can be done to assist the people under these circumstances. Economic changes, which in Europe were carried out in the course of generations, have been effected in India within a few years owing to its contact with the West I have long been of opinion that the matter deserves the sympathetic consideration of the Government; and I am glad to see that the Government of India have their attention seriously directed to this matter, and are making the inquiry legardmg it which many of the people demand.
It must not be understood that I attribute the worst forms of unrest and political agitation to high prices and to the consequent pressure on certain classes I merely mention this as one cause of dissatisfaction ; and in a country like India, with so many incomes and salaries fixed by custonj, it is by no means a negligible cause. It in some measure explains the toleration, or even approval, with which the foolish and mischievous babblings of professional agitators were long received by many by whom they would otherwise have been strongly condemned. It was hoped, perhaps, that these wild utterances would draw the attention of the Government to trouble and dissatisfaction which were real, and in respect of which the sufferers, in accordance with Oriental usage, looked to the Government for help.